
Assistive Technology for Learning Disabilities 

7 easy to use tools for classroom and home 



Accessible Books for students with 
print disabilities 



Bookshare® is an online library of digital books 
for people with print disabilities. It operates 
under an exception to U.S. copyright law which 
allows copyrighted digital books to be made 
available to people with qualifying disabilities: 

 

• Vision Disability 

• Learning Disability 

• Physical Disability 

 

https://www.bookshare.org/_/aboutUs/legal/chafeeAmendment


Bookshare Members download books, textbooks 
and newspapers in a compressed, encrypted file. 
They then read the material using adaptive 
technology, typically software that reads the 
book aloud (text-to-speech) and/or displays the 
text of the book on a computer screen, or Braille 
access devices, such as refreshable Braille 
displays. 

 



WHO Qualifies? 



WHO Doesn’t Qualify? 

• People without disabilities 
• People who have not yet learned to read, but could 
• People who do not speak the language of material they want to 

read 
• People with disabilities that do not impact the ability to read (for 

example, most hearing and emotional disabilities) 
 



Membership Options 

Individual Membership 

• Free to qualifying 

• Students can 

access/download 

at home 

• Can also be under 

Organizational 

membership 

Organizational Membership 

• Free to schools 

• Teacher downloads 

books 

• Access books at 

school (unless they have 

a device that goes home) 



Individual Membership 

This is what a teacher would complete for an 
individual membership 



How to sign up your school/district 

• Identify a Primary contact 

• Create account online 

• Respond to Welcome email 

• Agree to Bookshare terms and fax signed 
agreement 

• Add sponsors (teachers) and qualified 
members (students) 





How do you listen/read books? 
Free Readers for BookShare members 
• Read Books from an Internet Browser 

• Read Books with Downloaded Reader -
ReadOutLoud (free) 

• Reads books on mobile Apple device-Read2Go 
($19.99) 

• Listen  on any device that supports MP3 audio 
or transfer to MP4 version in iTunes for apple 
devices 



Bookshare Web Reader 

• No need to download files or use specialized 
software 

• Google Chrome highly recommended  

• Google Chrome extension needed 

• Other browsers have limited functionality (no 
speech-to-text or highlight) 

• Flexibility for student to access book from 
multiple computers 



Read:Outloud Bookshare Edition 

• Free to members 

• Compatible with MAC and PC 

• Requires download 

• Free add-on high quality voices also 
downloaded 

 



Mobile Reading! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Ipod Touch, Iphone, Ipad 

$19.99 per device 









Bookshare Training video page 
What is Bookshare? 

Who is eligible? 

How to get individual memberships for students 
already on organization account 

How to find and request a book 

How to download books from internet 

How to download MP3 version of book 

How to download Read:OutLoud version 

How to download Bookshare Web Reader 

 

https://www.bookshare.org/_/help/training/upcomingWebinars#New_
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYcXsO5VdlU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZOaibjhIh9k&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AnkjZ_5x29Y&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ovDUlkD9DI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZUTs2PZHJY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQzX13ikFHE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFDt34DhVPo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMi95_Gjc0U&feature=c4-overview&list=UUsdaGZ6BwljeFXCyz694hkQ


Bookshare Support 

• Quick guides 

• Brochures 

• Parent letters 

• Online support 

• Tutorials 

• Webinars 

• Online learning modules 

 

https://www.bookshare.org/_/help/training/upcomingWebinars


 
Download for PC 

The most accessible web browser available. 



Instructions for downloading Google 

Chrome can be found on the LCISD 

website. 

 

After installing Google Chrome, 

Download Select and Speak, a free 

extension to read text aloud on the 

internet 



 Download Select and Speak 

Go to Google Store- 
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/ap
ps  

Choose Select & Speak 

Search ISpeech 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/apps
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/category/apps


What is Select and Speak? 

• Uses iSpeech's human sounding text to speech 

(TTS) to let you select text from almost any website 

and make it talk. 

• Includes 43 iSpeech text to speech voices.   

• Users can configure voice and speed options by 

changing the settings on the options page.Note:This 

Chrome extension sends the text that you select to iSpeech servers 

using your Internet connection as it is Cloud TTS service (aka SaaS or 

Software as a Service) 

• Click here for A VIDEO CLIP 

 

 



How to use Select and Speak 

Select the text you want read. 

Click the icon to start 
listening. 

To stop listening at    
any time click stop. 



● Change the language spoken. 

● Ability for program to automatically 

detect language & gender of page. 

● Test your selected options. 

● Adjust volume & speed of speech. 

● Create keyboard shortcut. 

● Add context menus & speech 

recognition to all text input fields.  

Select and Speak 

Program Options 



Select and speak tutorial from  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB_5-AGgFmw  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB_5-AGgFmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB_5-AGgFmw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AB_5-AGgFmw
http://youtube.com/v/AB_5-AGgFmw


Speak Selection for  

http://www.brandchannel.com/home/image.axd?picture=2011%2F10%2Fapple+silver.jpg  
http://images.apple.com/ipad-air/features/images/hero.jpg 
http://img.bhs4.com/5d/b/5db0e85f51d4fee8183afe2d18acf4419fd46713_large.jpg 
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg  

Read text aloud 

with built in 

features  

http://www.brandchannel.com/home/image.axd?picture=2011/10/apple+silver.jpg
http://images.apple.com/ipad-air/features/images/hero.jpg
http://images.apple.com/ipad-air/features/images/hero.jpg
http://images.apple.com/ipad-air/features/images/hero.jpg
http://images.apple.com/ipad-air/features/images/hero.jpg
http://img.bhs4.com/5d/b/5db0e85f51d4fee8183afe2d18acf4419fd46713_large.jpg
http://img.bhs4.com/5d/b/5db0e85f51d4fee8183afe2d18acf4419fd46713_large.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg
http://a.abcnews.com/images/Technology/HT_iphone_5C-colors_thg-130910_16x9_992.jpg


Alex for OS X 

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/ 
 

●  

● With Text to Speech, you can highlight any text, and Alex will read it aloud.  
● Choose from other male or female voices to do the reading.  
● Adjust the speaking rate.  
● Choose from over 20 built-in languages. 

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/
http://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/
http://www.apple.com/accessibility/osx/


Speak Selection for IPad 
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● Reads your email, iMessages, web pages, and books to you. 
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● Adjust the voice’s speaking rate. 

● Adjust the voice’s 

dialect. 
● Highlight text as it’s being 

read.  
● Highlight text in any application, tap 

Speak, and Speak Selection reads the 

selected text aloud.  

 

http://www.apple.com/accessibility/ios/
http://www.apple.com/accessibility/ios/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/
http://iosguides.net/speak-selection-iphone-ipad/


 
 

Word Prediction Software 



Co:writer 

• The only word prediction program to use the 
context of a whole sentence to predict the 
next word. 



Which students will benefit from 
this program? 

Students who have a learning disability 
in reading or writing. 

Case studies for students as young as 7 
years of age 



• Co:Writer 7 functions identically on Mac and 
Windows platforms 

• PC version     $290 

 

 

 



 

Since iOS limits apps to run one at a 
time, students write in a dedicated 
writing space then send their 
writing to other apps like Twitter, 
Facebook, Dropbox, or the 
clipboard to be pasted anywhere. 

 

Ios version $17.99 



Co:writer works in conjunction with any 
application you write in  

•  MS Word,  

• Web Browsers,  

• Google Docs,  

• Blogs,  

• Email, and more. 



FlexSpell 

• Co:Writer interprets spelling and grammar 
mistakes and offers word suggestions in real 
time.  

• Turns around even the most egregious spelling 
errors 

• Ex.     Lfnt       elephant 

 

 



Topic Dictionaries 
Personal Dictionaries 

• Word Bank automatically presents a list of 
topic-specific words 



Speech Anywhere 

• Highlight text on-screen and Co:Writer will 
.  

 

• It works in any application including: MS 
Word, Google Docs, Open Office, Outlook, 
Internet Explorer, Firefox, etc. 



Network Ready 

• Now you can save your student’s Co:Writer 
files anywhere on your network, WebDisk or 
on a USB drive for instant access anywhere. 



USB Flash Drive Support   

• Run Co:Writer directly from a USB drive (no 
need to install). 



Show-Me-How Video Tutorial 

•   Show-Me-How video tutorials 

• demonstrate key Co:Writer functions in less 
than a minute each. 

• Train-in-30 Tutorial 

 

 

http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/tutorials-cowriter-7/
http://donjohnston.com/wp-content/downloads/using/cowriter_7_train_in_30.pdf
http://donjohnston.com/wp-content/downloads/using/cowriter_7_train_in_30.pdf
http://donjohnston.com/wp-content/downloads/using/cowriter_7_train_in_30.pdf
http://donjohnston.com/wp-content/downloads/using/cowriter_7_train_in_30.pdf
http://donjohnston.com/wp-content/downloads/using/cowriter_7_train_in_30.pdf




• TalkTyper is an easy-to-use web based 
software that allows speech-to-text 
dictation within your browser. All you 
have to do is click a button, speak, and 
your dictation will automatically be 
transcribed in a matter of seconds.  

 



• Where to get it: www.talktyper.com 
 
• Cost: Free   

 
• Benefit: Since it is web based, you do not 

need administrator rights to download. 
 

• TalkTyper is best used with Google Chrome 
since this browser has the best support for 
voice dictation. 
 

http://www.talktyper.com/


TalkTyper Tutorial 
To start, click the microphone button and dictate one sentence at a time. 
TalkTyper will recognize your speech, and output text will appear in red at the 
top of the page.  You can also use commands such as "period", "question mark", 
and "new paragraph". 



TalkTyper Tutorial 

 If you want to hear it, you can click the Speaker icon. 



TalkTyper Tutorial 
 If your speech wasn’t recognized correctly, you may click the 
Alternatives button to view other recognitions, or just try again. 



TalkTyper Tutorial 
If the text is correct, click the arrow button, and it will be added 
to the lower box as accepted transcription. 



TalkTyper Tutorial 
Once the text has been added to the text field at the bottom of the page, you 
will be able to access Copy text to clipboard, Add punctuation, Print, Clear 
Text, Send an email and Tweet this text options. The copied text can then 
easily be added to your email, tweet, document, or anywhere you want. 



TalkTyper Tutorial 
The Settings (wheel icon on top left corner) allow you to enable Safe Mode, 
Simple Grammar and AutoSave options. You can also change the Font 
Style and the Font Size from the drop-down menus. 



TalkTyper 

• To view an online tutorial or YouTube 
video, please use the following links: 

• tutorial: 
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talkty
per-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-
speech-to-text-conversion/ 

• YouTube video:   
http://youtu.be/zN0cEoGb6zo 

 

http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
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http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
http://www.addictivetips.com/web/talktyper-lets-you-talk-to-your-browser-for-speech-to-text-conversion/
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http://youtu.be/zN0cEoGb6zo
http://youtu.be/zN0cEoGb6zo


Audio Memos 



Audio memo is a voice memo app 
for Apple and Android devices.   

Not available as PC software. 

   



Who would benefit from this? 

• Students  with anxiety (this could 
allow them to record their 
speeches to turn into teachers). 

• Students who are not able to take 
down notes during class (for 
various reasons). 

• Students who have fine motor or 
writing difficulty.   

 



Apple Devices 

 

• All versions of this app will work on 

iPhones, iPod touches, and iPads. 

• Free app 

• Paid app  $.99 

• Pro Paid app  $9.99 



Android Devices 

• All versions of this app will work on all 

Android devices. 

• Free app 

• Paid app  .99 

• Pro Paid app not available for Android  



Comparison of Audio Memo Free and Paid options 



Audio Memos Pro $9.99 
(This option is not available for Android devices) 

• This version comes with all of the 

extensions listed in the $0.99 version. 

This way you are paying for all in app 

purchases up front, rather than 

individually. 

• You will probably not need all 

extensions 



How to use Audio Memos 
• Upon opening the app it gives you the option to watch 

a video tutorial.   If you choose to do so it redirects you 

to this link. 
• http://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&persist_app=1&v=c9TO9Aab2FM 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&persist_app=1&v=c9TO9Aab2FM


Transferring audio files 
• you can transfer your recordings to your PC 

without emailing them.  (directions on tutorials) 
– For Apple, via itunes  

– If you don’t have itunes, you can use iExplorer(free) 
with your iphone/ipad. 

– You can also plug in your device to your laptop and 
click the website link from audio memo: 

http://imesart.com/connect_to_iphone.php 

 

Fun tip:  you can make your own phone ring tones! 

 
 

http://imesart.com/connect_to_iphone.php
http://imesart.com/connect_to_iphone.php


Screenshots of using the app 
(from an Apple device) 



Screenshots of using the app 
(from an Apple device) 



Screenshots of using the app 
(from an Apple device) 



 
NOTEABILITY 

A Powerful Note Taking App 



NOTABILITY 





NOTABILITY 

• Notability is an app for the iPad that allows 
you to: 

– Take a note and annotate the note 

– Record a class/lecture or within a document 

– Imports forms, documents, presentations, 
worksheets, PDF’s ,and allows you to mark up the 
documents with text boxes, audio recordings, and 
handwritten notes or drawings 

– Helps you organize your work/classes 



NOTABILITY 

• Where to get it:  

– www.gingerlabs.com 

– https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/notability/id360
593530?mt=8 

• Cost: $2.99 

• Only for Apple devices 

 

 

http://www.gingerlabs.com/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/notability/id360593530?mt=8


Who Benefits From Using It? 

• Professional staff 

• Administrators 

• Students with Learning Disabilities 

• Students with Autism 

• Students with motor impairments (i.e. 
Cerebral Palsy, Muscular Dystrophy) 



Using for Notes 

Audio recordings are linked to content so you can easily 

navigate a note during playback 



Creating Your Own Notes  



Importing Items with Notability 

PDFs can be imported in four ways -- 
 
1) email attachments 
2) the web 
3) other apps 
4) Dropbox, Box, & other cloud services 
 
 



Importing a PDF From Web 



Opening in Notability 



Noteability for Accessible Worksheet 
(Importing PDF’s) 



Import a PDF 



Saving To A Destination 



Student taking a test 

• Do you have a test that you need a student 

to type, write or draw on on their Ipad?   

• Just save as a PDF 

 document, and open 

 in Notability.   



Noteability for Accessible Worksheet 
(Importing Google Images) 



Online Support  

 

• To view an online tutorial or a YouTube video, 
please use the following links: 

• Tutorial: 
http://apps4stages.wikispaces.com/file/view/
Notability+Tutorial.pdf 

• YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afdb6eL5
JzU 

 

http://apps4stages.wikispaces.com/file/view/Notability+Tutorial.pdf
http://apps4stages.wikispaces.com/file/view/Notability+Tutorial.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afdb6eL5JzU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afdb6eL5JzU


Assistive Technology for Learning Disabilities 

7 easy to use tools for classroom and home 





For additional tutorials and resources,  

• Visit www.lcisd.k12.mi.us........ 

– Departments:  Special Education 

– Assistive Technology 

 

 

– If you would like to schedule a specific training on 
one of the tools highlighted today, contact: 

– Lesley Bruder  lbruder@lcisd.k12.mi.us 

 

http://www.lcisd.k12.mi.us/departments/special_education/assistive_technology/
http://www.lcisd.k12.mi.us/
mailto:lbruder@lcisd.k12.mi.us

